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Thucydides

History of the Peloponnesian Wars

Books 5-6

pp.348-477
1. (5.9) To what does Brasidas attribute military success and glory?
2. (5.9) According to Brasidas, what are the traits of a good soldier?
3. (5.14-15) What factors led the Athenians and Spartans to bring about the peace of Nicias?
4. (5.16) What motivated Nicias to push for peace?
5. (5.17-18) After ten years of war, what were the terms for peace?
6. (5.25) Why was the peace of Nicias broken?
7. (5.26) What circumstances made it possible for Thucydides to write his history?
8. (5.43) Why was Alcibiades trying to put an end to the peace with Sparta?
9. (5.60) How does Thucydides describe the combined forces of Sparta and its allies?
10. (5.65) What did the man mean in saying Agis was “trying to cure one evil with another”?
11. (5.70) Why did the Spartans march slowly to the music of flute-players in their ranks?
12. (5.73) What is characteristic of Spartan military operations?
13. (5.89-99) In the Melian dialogue, what reasons did Athens give for wanting to take Melos?
14. (5.102-104) What reasons did the Melians give for resisting the Athenians?
15. (5.111) What is “the safe rule”?
16. (5.114-116) What was the final outcome of this dialogue?
17. (6.1, 6) Why did the Athenians turn their attention to Sicily?
18. (6.9-14, 20-23) In the debate what advice did Nicias give the Athenians? 
19. (6.15) Why did Alcibiades want to go to war against Sicily?
20. (6.16-18) In the debate what advice did Alcibiades give the Athenians? 
21. (6.27-29, 53, 61) Why was Alcibiades exiled and where did he go?

22. (6.38) What did Athenagoras mean, “If one does not act first, one will suffer first”? 

23. (6.92) Why does Alcibiades say that he is willing to attack his former country? 
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